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The Russell County Commission 
Meeting Minutes 
January 24,2018 
9:30 A.M. E.S.T  

 
 

An Adjourned meeting of the Russell County Commission was called to order by Chair 
Peggy Martin.  
 
The invocation was given by Commissioner Peggy Martin. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner Chance Corbett.    
 
Chair Martin welcomed elected officials, department heads media and guests.  She also 
thanked Cable T.V. of East Alabama and The Citizen News for their coverage of the 
Commission Meeting.  
 
Administrator Horne called the Commission roll. Members present were Chair Peggy 
Martin, Vice Chair Carl Currington, Gentry Lee, Ronnie Reed, Cattie Epps,Chance 
Corbett and Larry Screws.  Also present was the County Attorney Kenneth Funderburk 
and County Administrator Horne who kept the minutes.  
 
A quorum was established.  
 
Chair Martin requested a motion to approve the January 10th, 2018 meeting minutes. 
Commissioner Currington motioned to approve. Seconded by Commissioner Corbett.   
Commissioner Epps made a correction on the January 10th, 2018 minutes on page 6, 
paragraph one.  There is an error in the name of the Hurtsboro speaker for the Martin Luther 
King Day.  His name was not Fountain it was Brandon Thornton.  The same page paragraph 4, 
a correction needs to be made to read St. John African Methodist Episcopal Church instead of 
St. John Episcopal Church.  Administrator Horne noted. The minutes were approved 
unanimously. Commissioner Martin would like to add when you know there is a correction that 
needs to be made, when you see it in the work session, bring attention to it then.  Commissioner 
Epps stated she didn’t read the minutes because she didn’t get them until the work session. 
 

  
Discussion Items: 
 
Bob Franklin, Director of Emergency Management, stated that they started monitoring 
the weather on Friday with the National Weather Service, and our briefings on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday did not indicate the county receiving any impact from the system 
as it was coming through.  It moved a little bit closer to us on Sunday during that 
briefing.  On the Monday morning briefing we had Russell County was going to be 
directly impacted.  They called a quick get together with all the Department Heads and 
the folks in the county and the school system that needed that information.  They had a 
weather briefing at 5:00 a.m. on Tuesday morning.  They activated their EOC at 8:00 
Tuesday night.  Shawn the County Engineer, and his crew began pretreating the 
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bridges starting around 8:00 p.m. We got our first snow around midnight and it started 
accumulating on the roads really good around 2:00 a.m.  When people began traveling 
on Tuesday morning we didn’t have any issues as long as we had snow on the roads.  
When the temperature started to rise a little bit the snow was melting and turning into 
ice is when we began to have our issues.  When the patches of the road cleared up 
people wouldn’t slow down they would hit the ice and either slide off in a ditch or they 
would have cars piled up. That continued on through Wednesday and then even 
Wednesday night into Thursday morning and then again Thursday night we had another 
freeze.  The ice was our biggest issue.  The snow really didn’t cause any problems.  
When the snow turned into ice is when they had the issues.   
 
For the most part everything went pretty well. Our County and the City folks all worked 
well together.  Our state DOT crews were working pretty hard and now cover the 
interstate up in Lee County.  On the hills is where they had most of the problems.  
Shawn’s crew broke loose and got highway 26 for DOT.  I appreciate Shawn’s crew 
helping out and doing that part of it, even though it was a state road.   
 
Commissioner Martin asked how many accidents were reported.  I really don’t have that 
total.  We had a lot more in Phenix City than we did out in the county.  We had a big 
issue up around Stadium Drive and 280 and Riverchase Parkway.  It was just a mess.  
Coming into Phenix City on 80 from Columbus that curve created a huge pile there as 
well.  It slowed the traffic coming into Phenix City because no one could get by.  I don’t 
have a count I know we are probably close to 100 or so.  We did not have any deaths or 
serious injuries.  That was a different story in Columbus and a different story in Lee 
County, we got through it fairly well.  Commissioner Martin stated that it is good they 
worked as teams.   
 
Commissioner Epps stated that she would like to commend Mr. Bob on his interview.  
She stated she sat through it and did not go to sleep, it was very good.   
 
Commissioner Epps presented Mr. Cole Phillips.  He would like to address the 
Commissioners on some issues that he has. 
 
Mr. Phillips stated he would like to start off with a story for Monday.  My wife and I were 
going to eat and we had to pass through Ladonia where all the foods and fast foods are.  
She stated why can’t Fort Mitchell look like this.  I am here to give a report from the last 
time I was here which was in late summer time, August.  We had all met back in the 
room there and it was asked that I keep coming before the Commission for the sewer 
for Fort Mitchell area.  It was brought to say well maybe if you were to get a large 
grocery store type business to say hey listen, we will come to Fort Mitchell if 
infrastructure is there.  I had a meeting with a very large grocery chain and Fort Mitchell 
was already on their radar. They said we like this idea; however, we will come to Fort 
Mitchell if the infrastructure is there.  I did have the meeting and I did what was asked.  
It was very encouraging to say business are already looking at Fort Mitchell.   
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 I’d rather give you an update on that because it was brought to me that if maybe I 
pursued that avenue maybe it would entice or maybe it would help move things a long a 
little bit.  Unfortunately, I don’t believe that is going to happen.  There is so much land 
on Highway 165 in the Fort Mitchell area that is for sale.  If you go down there, Dr. 
Ahmed, has got his property and two other tracks at county roads 18 and 165 just came 
available. I’ve heard that there is a Family Dollar looking at one of the two spots.  Down 
the hill you got Benji Phillips who has got all that land for sale.  The opportunity for 
commercial is there.  I would hate for us to just keep sitting on the side lines.  The 
window is slowly closing and we need to act more quickly.  Is there any questions?  
 
Commissioner Corbett stated that we just hired Victor Cross to do a lot of tourism and 
also economic development.  I would like for you to meet with him and talk to him if you 
will.  Some of the things you have been hearing and maybe some of the ideas you may 
have.  Obviously, there were some decisions that were made 10 or 12 years ago that 
would have really changed Fort Mitchell. Unfortunately, they were not made to put 
sewage down there.  At this point, it is kind of a catch-up game.  If you can talk with 
Victor to see what might be done with the things you are hearing or some of the people 
you have been talking too that may be helpful.   
 
Commissioner Lee stated the major problem of course is the money and the financing.  
We are not able to float the entire cost of this without having some assurance of a pay 
back.  We can’t just say, well maybe they will come.  That is good if you got the funds to 
do it but we just don’t have the ability right now to pay back a bond issue of this size to 
put in sewer.  That is why we want the assurance that if we spend this then there is 
going to be business there.  We hope that if we put sewage in there will be a business 
to go down there.  Ladonia, that you talked about, those businesses paid most of the 
cost to put that infrastructure in.  McDonald’s and those places they paid most of that 
cost.   
 
Mr. Phillips stated there is no doubt, but unfortunately, there has to be a leap of faith 
because until it starts what you are going to see is a snow ball effect.  The same as out 
in Ladonia.  Look at Ladonia, okay Fort Mitchell is another Ladonia waiting to happen.    
Until the infrastructure is put in we don’t have that ability.  Commissioner Lee stated, I 
understand it is not that easy that’s why it hasn’t been done.  
 
Mr. Phillips stated, it was easy, and they are very enthused about it.  But, unfortunately 
in the commercial business that is not the way it is.  They would be giving a lot more 
than they are receiving.   
 
Commissioner Epps stated as I see this as a force thing.  The commissioners are 
saying that if I can get a business to say” well I am coming and I will do this”.  What the 
commissioner is saying if you come what are we going to do, so if they are going to 
promise they are coming; are we going to assure them when they get here there will be 
sewer?  So, it is a two-way thing.  Someone is going to have to make the first step to 
make this happen.  We can do it in phases or we can do it step by step, but something 
will have to be done.  The growth is in Fort Mitchell.  There are businesses wanting to 
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come, but their thing is we can’t come without the sewer.  We are here to serve the 
people.   
 
Commissioner Corbett stated he understood what Commissioner Epps is saying and I 
will tell you I support Fort Mitchell as much as any part of this county.  The problem I 
have is taking money that we don’t have and building something in Fort Mitchell that we 
hope might be tied on to.  When it’s not, we bankrupt the county, or we will forever not 
be able to give anything to the Sherriff’s Office, EMA or anyone else because we put 
money into a pipe that we should have put in the ground 15 or 12 years ago whenever it 
was.  The idea is solid.  If you can find a business to commit, then yes, I think 
everybody on this Commission said we will do everything we can to get infrastructure to 
that business or to that area that is going to develop.  But, just to build it out there and 
hope they will come is not a prudent decision by this Commission.  If we were going to 
do that lets just build one to Seale and hope that they will come, let’s build one to 
Crawford and hope they will come.  If we had the money I may even support that too for 
future development, but we really don’t have the money.   To tie that money up that we 
don’t have hoping that it will come here that is how you bankrupt the system.  That’s just 
my opinion, if somebody can show me where I am wrong on that I will absolutely admit 
that and move in the other direction.   
 
Mr. Phillips stated, to address that he would have to lean on you guys, I am sure that 
you guys have some kind of committee to see what’s out there; what kind of funds, what 
kind of bonds and that kind of thing.  I would think that would be leaning on you guys to 
figure that out.  We have a need.  There is a need or there is a potential there for the 
County to reap the rewards of it.  I think it is too easy to say well, we are not going to 
build it because it may not work.  Life may not work.  I would love to go get what you 
want.  I can only relay back to you what I was told by a major food chain.  They are not 
going to give you that letter.  We can’t continue to beat that in the ground saying that if 
we had somebody then we would look at pursuing that, but that unfortunately is not 
going to happen.  We know Ladonia worked.  We know Ladonia had to start from 
somewhere.  Will a sewer system work in Seale, “No”.  Seale is not a Fort Mitchell.  The 
house tops are what everybody is looking at, the potential people coming to Fort 
Mitchell.  So, can we compare Seale, I suggest “No”, or even a Crawford.  But, is Fort 
Mitchell a Ladonia?  By all means it is.  The house counts are there. The road is there.  
We have infrastructure.  Fort Benning actually run a pipe across the river now.  We are 
just a couple of miles away from having that.  I am not saying that is our way to get it 
done, but I am just saying the potential is there and a great opportunity.   
 
Commissioner Corbett stated a few years ago not long after I became a Commissioner, 
about 2013 or 2014 we rode through Fort Mitchell with Alabama Department of 
Economic Community Affairs Director, which is typically where you get grants for this 
kind of thing.  We rode through Fort Mitchell, we rode through the entire county with 
him.  He told us when we rode through Fort Mitchell, I am not real sure you have a lot of 
ability here to get grants because this should have been done in the past.  We all 
agreed with that.  I talked to Mr. Boswell who is the new ADECA Director just a few 
weeks ago, and he wanted to take the similar trip.  When it is time, obviously I think we 
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need to take a similar route to see if he has any fresh ideas on that.  Maybe, as a 
Commission we can host him and put him in a van and ride him around like we did 
before and see what ideas we can get for all of the county.  Fort Mitchell needs it.  I am 
not going to deny that.  If Commissioner Epps could come up here and say, Hey we 
have the money right here, and it’s not going to cost the citizens of this county to do this 
on a leap of faith, as you call it.  I would support it tomorrow, but I haven’t seen the 
money yet.  That is the problem.  We don’t just have it to throw out there.   
 
Commissioner Epps stated, I am getting a little bit personal, but I apologize for this.  Life 
itself is a risk.  When I married I was 18, I didn’t know what I was doing but I got 
married, so I been there since.  Whatever you do in life is a risk.  You have to take 
chances.  Sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn’t work.  We even talked about a 
decentralized system.   That is a start.  What we are saying is start somewhere.  Once 
you start somewhere then it begins to grow.  This is the only thing I am saying.  I am not 
saying build a whole sewer system all over Fort Mitchell.  Let’s start somewhere so the 
growth can come and this county in the meanwhile will benefit from that growth.  When I 
first came here and talked about the same thing sewer the county didn’t have the 
money and there wasn’t any money in the sewer system.  That’s what I was told.  I think 
the only person sitting on this Commission was Gentry Lee, when I came.  I said I feel 
there is going to be growth in Fort Mitchell.  I was told you can’t go on a feeling.  So, 
when Fort Benning came in with the program, I went to the classes at Fort Benning.  
When I came back and brought it before, the Commission “they are not coming”.  I said 
well, that’s what they are going to do.  We just sat and did nothing, and that is what we 
are doing now.  Let’s get a start somewhere and give the people a reason they want to 
come to Fort Mitchell.  We have those subdivisions out there that folks can tell the 
sewer system is already failing.  We can tell they are failing.  That is one outlet, if we 
have something to offer them, then we can go there.   
 
Commissioner Lee said he was just going to sit here and be quiet, but I can’t.  
Commissioner Epps said, I know you can’t.  Commissioner Lee stated first we can take 
personal risk and we all do.  But, when we start risking county money and tax payer 
money, we are not really supposed to do that.  We’ve had a vote up here where we got 
four votes to put sewage in Fort Mitchell.  We had two Commissioners that are sitting up 
here right now who voted against that.  It would have been done if just one of them had 
voted for it.  All of this would have been settled done and paid for.  So, I sit here and 
listen to the person who voted against sewer in Fort Mitchell, try to promote it.  I can’t sit 
here and be quiet.   
 
Business Items: 
 
Commissioner Currington stated that we have beat the Comprehensive Plan Change(s) 
around enough.  He would like to make a motion to approve it and be done with it.  
Commissioner Lee asked if that was a motion.  Commissioner Currington stated that 
was a motion and Commissioner Lee seconded.  Commissioner Martin asked if there 
was any discussion.  She stated we have David Ellis out there and other members on 
the board.  I serve on the Planning Commission, I appreciate Mr. Ellis and the members 
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of that Commission.  Peggy Blackshear is serving on this Commission.  We have good 
representatives, and they have looked into this for months, hopefully to vote to agree 
this is the plan as it has been amended, and we need to vote.  Commissioner Epps 
asked what was the change in the plan.  I don’t remember the amendments that we 
need to approve.  I haven’t been able to locate the changes.  What are the they?  
County Administrator LeAnn Horne stated they have been provided to the Commission.    
Various sections within the comp plan were updated, the School Systems, Road 
Systems, various things.  I can certainly get you another copy.  Commissioner Epps 
stated, I didn’t’ see that when I went through my things, I didn’t see the amendments, so 
I guess I didn’t see the changes.  I will be glad to get you another copy.  Commissioner 
Epps stated, okay.   
 
Commissioner Martin stated that if we don’t soon do this we will have to start all over.  
County Administrator LeAnn Horne stated the board worked hard on it.  Commissioner 
Epps, stated I am not saying start all over, I just need to know what I am voting on.  
Commissioner Corbett stated if you do not know I would not vote on it.  I would say that 
we could have talked about it at length and had David come up on Monday night and 
really talked about it in length.  If you want David to overview it, I understand that too. 
Commissioner Epps stated that she asked the same thing Monday night.  What were 
the changes?  I don’t remember, of course I have been called dumb before.  
Commissioner Martin asked David Ellis would he like to come down and reiterate things 
that come to your mind.  Commissioner Lee stated I know we are going to do this the 
correct way now.  I move that we call the question.  We have talked about this for six 
months now and it was all passed out.  Everybody had copies of it.  Everybody was 
given the opportunity to raise questions, let’s go ahead and vote.   
 
Commissioner Epps stated this is why we need to have unfinished business, because 
we leave it unfinished for so long, we forget what we are unfinished on.  I mean, 
seriously you said six months ago, unfinished business.  County Administrator LeAnn 
Horne stated it was recently, about two months ago we gave another copy of it.  It has 
been provided to the Commissioner’s a few times.  Commissioner Martin stated that Mr. 
Funderburk says the Commissioners must vote on the motion to call the question.  A 
second motion was given.   
 
County Administrator LeAnn Horne polled the Commissioners.  The vote was 
unanimous.  
 
Commissioner Martin called for the question. 
 
The Commission was polled. District 1 (Lee) voted, yes; District 2 (Currington) voted, yes; 
District 3 (Martin) voted, yes; District 4 (Reed) voted, yes; District 5 (Epps) voted, no; 
District 6 (Corbett) voted, yes; District 7(Screws) voted, no. 5 yes votes and 2 no vote, the 
motioned passed.  
 
Shawn Blakeney, County Engineer presented the annual bids that were discussed in the 
Monday night work session.  They included: 
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000-18 Traffic Striping and Markings-Ozark Striping 
002-18 Liquid Asphalt-Ergon/Hunt Refining/Southeast Emulsions 
004-18 Bituminous Paving-Robinson Paving Co. 
005-18 Hydro Seeding & Grassing-Parker Grassing 
006-18 Aluminized & HDPE Pipe-Harvey Culvert/Thompson Supply 
007-18 Aggregate-Columbus Quarry/Martin-Marietta/Vulcan Materials 
008-18 Reinforced Concrete Pipe & End Treatments-Reject All Bids 
009-18 Truck Hauling-M&M Trucking 
010-18 Motor Grader Bladed-Thompson Cat/Tractor & Equipment Company 
011-18 CFR Mantene-Based Restorative Seal—Corrective Asphalt Materials 
012-18 Crushed Concrete Aggregate-M&M Trucking/Alexander Contracting Co., Inc. 
014-18 Fencing (Parks & Rec)-Georgia Fence Wholesale/Nolin Fence & Deck 
015-18 Mulching Head-Thompson Tractor & Equipment 
 
Commissioner Epps motioned to approve.  Seconded by Commissioner Corbett. 
 
The Commission was polled. District 1 (Lee) voted, yes; District 2 (Currington) voted, yes; 
District 3 (Martin) voted, yes; District 4 (Reed) voted, yes; District 5 (Epps) voted, yes; 
District 6 (Corbett) voted, yes; District 7(Screws) voted, yes. The vote was unanimous.   
 
Shawn Blakeney the County Engineer added since the fencing bid was approved, I would 
like to ask that we had $15,000.00 budgeted in the Parks & Rec Dept for tarp money.  I 
have got up with both Mr. John & Mr. Cox from Seale and Ladonia and got the items they 
wanted for this year’s baseball season and at their facilities.  We had about $13,500.00 left 
out of that money after they got everything they wanted.  I am asking for us to go ahead and 
get Georgia Wholesale Fence Co. to use $8040.00 of the $13,500.00 left to get the fence 
put up.  It is going to be a 10ft tall galvanized vinyl fence.  If you rub against it isn’t going to 
scratch, you. 
 
Commissioner Currington motioned to approve.  Seconded by Commissioner Corbett. 
 
The Commission was polled. District 1 (Lee) voted, yes; District 2 (Currington) voted, yes; 
District 3 (Martin) voted, yes; District 4 (Reed) voted, yes; District 5 (Epps) voted, yes; 
District 6 (Corbett) voted, yes; District 7(Screws) voted, yes. The vote was unanimous. 
 
Commissioner Currington would like to thank Shawn and Engineering crew for doing a great 
job in Parks & Rec.   He has had it for three months doing his Engineering job and doing the 
Parks & Recreation.  He has really done a great job with it and working with Ms. Epps 
getting her project in Fort Mitchell; working with all the Commissioners.  Showing that we all 
are trying to work to get something accomplished for all the communities in Russell County.  
Not just one all of them.  We are spending the tax dollars.  We are not spending the Ladonia 
dollars, we are not spending Fort Mitchell dollars we are spending tax dollars.  I’d like to 
thank you for a job well done in the three months you have had it.  Commissioner Martin 
added you and your staff.  Shawn stated, I couldn’t have done it without them.  
Commissioner Corbett stated it is nice to see the same types of playground equipment in all 
the different communities; same in Crawford, Ladonia, and now in Fort Mitchell. 
 
Commissioner Martin presented the Water & Sewer Board Appointment.  Commissioner 
Reed made a motion to appoint Bohdan T. Prytula.  Commissioner Lee would like to 
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nominate David Smith.  Commissioner Screws made a motion to close the nominations, 
Commissioner Epps seconded the motion.  
 
The Commission was polled. District 1 (Lee) voted, yes; District 2 (Currington) voted, yes; 
District 3 (Martin) voted, yes; District 4 (Reed) voted, yes; District 5 (Epps) voted, yes; 
District 6 (Corbett) voted, yes; District 7(Screws) voted, yes. The vote was unanimous. 
 
The Commission was polled for David Smith.  Commissioner Lee and Commissioner 
Corbett voted yes.   
 
The Commission was polled for Bohdan “Bo” T. Prytula.  The majority vote was yes.  
Commissioner Martin welcomed Mr. Prytula. 
 
The Commission was polled. District 1 (Lee) voted, no; District 2 (Currington) voted, yes; 
District 3 (Martin) voted, yes; District 4 (Reed) voted, yes; District 5 (Epps) voted, yes; 
District 6 (Corbett) voted, no; District 7(Screws) voted, yes. 
 
Jacob Roth from Mott Macdonald presents Pine Hollow Inc., on behalf for Pine Hollow Inc. 
to talk about a project be proposed to the Commission.  He stated they have seen an 
application for a solid waste landfill expansion, Pine Hollow Existing C & D Landfill in 
Russell County.   It is my purpose this morning to give you a broad outline of that 
application as you review it and ask you today to move forward to the next steps along with 
that application to make an approval motion for that landfill in the future.  Just to give you an 
idea of what we are talking about here, there is a map included.  To give you an idea of the 
existing landfill to show you what is going on there and then why a proposed expansion will 
make sense for you.  Existing C & D Landfill is approximately 102 acres internally.  There 
permitted to receive 500 tons a day of C & D waste.  This is not your household garbage.  
This is not what attracts the stink problems and your odors.  This is construction demolition 
debris.  There is a list of counties that bring their waste to this landfill.  As you can see there 
are a number of counties in Alabama and Georgia.  This landfill in Russell County is a 
money generator when your bringing other waste in from other areas disposing over here 
the money can be researched in the community.  Through the operation of that landfill they 
have 6.4 million cubic yards of space available as they build out.  The projected life is 28 
years.  And again, that may not seem like a lot of years but in landfill years it’s not.  That 
number is greatly affected by any natural disasters, any boom and construction industries or 
growth in the area which you are seeing more and more and more of lessening that time 
frame.  The proposed expansion will result in result in approximately about 172 acres.  This 
is about a 70-acre expansion.  They will be accepting waste from the same number of 
counties and the permitted capacity will not change either.  You wouldn’t see an increase in 
truck traffic the truck routes will stay the same.  What we are asking for this morning it would 
be a vote to except the solid waste facility application as being provided as a complete and 
full package.  The next steps will be to set a public comment date and a vote for approval of 
the application.  Commissioner Lee made a motion to accept the solid waste application 
and set the Public Hearing for 9:30 a.m. on March 14th, 2018. Commissioner Reed 
seconded the motion.  
 
 The Commission was polled. District 1 (Lee) voted, yes; District 2 (Currington) voted, yes; 
District 3 (Martin) voted, yes; District 4 (Reed) voted, yes; District 5 (Epps) voted, yes; 
District 6 (Corbett) voted, yes; District 7(Screws) voted, yes. The vote was unanimous. 
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County Attorney Mr. Funderburk presented the Document that was cleared up the mortgage 
on the M&M property.  We are ready to close it and we should close it one day next week.  
We need a budget amendment to transfer the $80,000.00 that has been approved.  County 
Administrator LeAnn Horne stated that this has to be approved to be added to the Agenda 
but being the time line, we have to close this is the best opportunity.  We will be increasing 
fund balance in the Road & Bridge Fund 112, $80,000.00 and also we will be increasing line 
51100-510 which is Land and Public Building Road & Bridge.  If the commission allows it 
today.  Commissioner Lee stated to add this to the agenda this late of date would take a 
unanimous vote, but we can have a motion that also takes a unanimous vote so we don’t 
need to do it two times it would be repetitious.  Commissioner Lee made a motion that this 
request be approved.  Seconded by Commissioner Reed.  
 

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND 112 

 

INCREASE 112 35500 000 FUND BALANCE   $80,000.00 

  

 

INCREASE   112 51100 510  LAND    $80,000.00 

 

TOTAL          $80,000.00 

 
 
The Commission was polled. District 1 (Lee) voted, yes; District 2 (Currington) voted, yes; 
District 3 (Martin) voted, yes; District 4 (Reed) voted, yes; District 5 (Epps) voted, yes; 
District 6 (Corbett) voted, yes; District 7(Screws) voted, yes. The vote was unanimous. 
 
County Attorney Kenneth Funderburk made an announcement concerning the lawsuit that 
had been authorized a couple of months ago.  Essentially the County, the Water Authority 
and the Sewer Authority together are suing the City of Phenix City on some matters 
regarding the policies on how they are handling the water, sewage, granting of licenses in 
the Ladonia area.  Essentially, where we are is they simply cut off development in that area 
over these issues.  Fort Mitchell is not going to give sewer from the city unless they annex, 
when you annex you lose all of your sales tax.  That is an issue in this case.  Two examples 
to explain the problem:  We have one citizen that cannot get a business license to open a 
store because this is in Police Jurisdiction.  The city does not have the capacity to provide 
the water, but the county has a 12-inch line, 50 ft from the store and they will not give a 
license to open the store unless the citizen buys the water from the city at a cost of 
$110,000.00.  At least since 1999 and before then actually based on the law, the city limits 
as of 1999 established the water and sewer jurisdiction for the city and all unincorporated 
areas.  The fact that annexation does not have any effect on water and sewer jurisdiction.  
In Ladonia there is another citizen who is trying to develop some land next to Wal-Mart.  
They will not allow him to proceed unless he annexes into the city.  He can’t get a business 
license until he agrees to be annexed into the city and get on the city’s water and sewer.  
That happens to be the city sewer line owned by the County.  So, their position and we 
have got it in the suit, unless the water issue is resolved you’re not going to see any 
development in Ladonia.  You cannot use your planning authority and other authority to cut 
off development and mandate other people to hook up to your water and sewer especially 
when the County owns the lines in that area.  The city is telling businesses you can’t open a 
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business you can’t get a license unless you use their facilities or annex in Phenix City, this 
is illegal.  This is a serious matter for the County. 
 
Commissioner Epps would like to recognize the President of the NAACP and also the 
Treasurer of the NAACP, Reverend Seldon and Mr. Williams are here with us this morning.  
Thank you all for being a part of the Commission Meeting.  On Tuesday, January 30th at 
7:00 p.m. there is a Community Town Hall Meeting that will be held at St. John African 
Methodist Episcopal Church on Highway 165.  We invite you to come.  It is a vision of the 
church and the church members lead pastor.  Because, it is in the community we want the 
community to be involved in what the church is trying to put in the area.  We ask that you 
come with your ideas and your support to us in to get this done.  It is an educational 
academy, I am calling it an educational academy it’s going to be in the education field 
where the church wants to start after school programs, daycares and those type of things 
for the community not just for the church.  We want the church which is in the community to 
be your church and your community to help us build and grow as we go for Christ. 
 
Shawn Blakeney announced this Saturday, January 27th at 8:00 a.m. we will be meeting 
with anybody who wants to volunteer at the Fort Mitchell Fire Department.  The land the 
County has leased to start building a playground.  We are hoping to get it done as quick as 
possible because the rain is coming in that evening.  We are going to do a lot of pre-work 
tomorrow and Friday, anybody that is willing to volunteer come up and have a good day.  
We are going to be grilling hot dogs.  Come have fun with us.   
 
 
Chair motioned to adjourn.  Adjournment approved. 
  
 
 
  

After careful examination and considerations, the Commission authorized the Administrator 
to pay the following bills from the perspective funds. 

 
  January 2018 Checks   

  General Fund 001   

90858 01-02-18 Neopost  
 

51550 252 $50.00 

17628 01-02-18 William Friend 44741 810 $4000.00 

17629 01-02-18 Danny Phillips 44741 810 $4000.00 

17630 01-02-18 Donald Holman 44741 810 $4000.00 

17631 01-02-18 Thomas Long 44741 810 $4000.00 

17632 01-03-18 Keith Thompson 44741 810 $4000.00 

17633 01-08-18 Operations Fund P.G. Bank of PC 3020 $1659.81 

17634 01-09-18 RC Juvenile Drug Court Fund 59248 700 $15000.00 

17635 01-11-18 Phenix Girard Bank  
Russell County Payroll Acct.  

Sal.  12/30/17-01/12/18 

3030 $479,040.70 

17636 01-16-18 Operations Fund P.G. Bank of PC 3020 $187,809.72 

17637 01-17-18 Russell County Child  44741 810 $15,435.00 
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Advocacy Ctr Inc 

17638 01-17-18 Marcoa Publishing Inc 41250 018 $3,600.00 

17639 01-22-18 Operations Fund PG Bank of PC 3020 $120,977.37 

17640 01-22-18 Micheil O’Rourke-Cole 51100 307 $465.00 

17641 01-13-18 Phenix Girard Bank 
Russell Payroll Account 

1/13/18-1/26/18 

3030 $341,319.68 

17642 01-30-18 Gasoline Fund PG Bank 62102 299 $300,000.00 

17643 01-26-18 Phenix Girard Bank Payroll Account 57200 122 $19,939.00 

17644 01-26-18 Blue Cross & Blue Shield of AL 52100 122 $1,103.62 

     

  Ft. Mitchell Senior Center 103   

     

  Masonic Lodge 104   

1069 01-30-18 TRUGREEN 51100 499 $180.00 

1070 01-30-18 Card Services 51100 499 $497.45 

     

  Gasoline Tax 111   

13435 01-08-18 Operations Fund PG Bank of PC 3020 $237.36 

13436 01-11-18 Phenix Girard Bank 
Russell County Payroll Account 

Sal. 12/30/17-01/12/18 

3030 $96,394.18 

13437 01-11-18 Larry W. Kite, Jr. 53100 122 $452.00 

13738 01-16-18 Operation Fund PG Bank of PC 3020 $26,293.30 

13439 01-22-18 Operations Fund PG Bank of PC  3020 $17,990.20 

13440 01-25-18 Phenix Girard Bank 
Russell County Payroll Account 

Sal. 01/13/18-01/26/18 

3030 $76,459.96 

13441 01-26-18 Blue Cross & Blue Shield of AL 53100 122 $1,216.04 

13442 01-26-18 Phenix Girard Bank Russell County 
Payroll Account 

53100 122 $12,742.00 
 

     

  Road & Bridge 112   

010918 01-09-18 Alabama Department of Labor 51100 126      $1,291.12 

1182 01-16-18 Operation Fund Phenix Girard Bank 3020      $9,970.25 

1183 01-12-18 Buster Sanders 51100 307         $448.00 

1184 01-17-18 Digital Assurance Certification LLC 51100 499 $500.00 

1185 01-22-18 Operation Fund Phenix Girard Bank 3020 $80.00 

1186 01-23-18 Richard Thomas 51100 307 $1,200.00 

1187 01-23-18 Kevin Hennessey 51100 307 $480.00 

1188 01-30-18 Judy E. Monk 51100 307 $226.00 

1189 01-30-18 Funderburk & Lane 51100 510 $80,770.75 

     

  Capital Imp Fund 116   

299 01-16-18 Operations Fund Phenix Girard 
Bank 

3020 $2,298.00 
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  RRR Fund 117   

1179 01-16-18 Operations Fund Phenix Girard 
Bank 

3020 $1,500.00 

     

  Reappraisal Fund 120   

2136 01-11-18 Phenix Girard Bank 
Russell County Payroll Account 

Sal. 12/30/17-01/12/18 

3030 $24,653.27 

2137 01-16-18 Operations Fund PG Bank of PC 3020 $10,816.65 

2138 01-22-18 Operations Fund PG Bank of PC 3020 $10,153.55 

2139 01-25-17 Phenix Girard Bank 
Russell County Payroll Account 

Sal. 01/13/18-01/26/18 

3030 $20,588.79 

2140 01-26-18 Phenix Girard Bank 
Russell Payroll Account 

51985 122 $896.00 

     

  Juvenile Drug Court Fund 195   

1228 01-02-18 Tommy Powell  56900  199 $895.71 

1229 01-16-18 Tommy Powell  56900  199 $895.71 

     

  Garbage Fund 511   

1482 01-03-18 Heritage Agency Inc 54100 272 $10,682.49 

1483 01-08-18 Operations Fund PG Bank of PC 3020 $539.53 

1484 01-11-18 Phenix Girard Bank  
Russell County Payroll Account 

Sal. 12/23/17-1/05/18 
 

3030 $73,884.44 

1485 01-16-18 Operations Fund PG Bank of PC 3020 $24,348.97 

1486 01-22-18 Operation Fund PG Bank of PC 3020 $31,239.38 

1487 01-25-18 Phenix Girard Bank  
Payroll Account 

Sal. 1/6/18-1/19/18 

3030 $61,067.78 

1488 01-24-18 Postmaster 54100 252 $2,528.24 

1489 01-26-18 Phenix Girard Bank  
Russell County Payroll Account 

54100 122 $896.00 

60866-
60878 

01-05-18 Refund Checks 3040 $252.50 

  Garbage Escrow Fund 513   

016 12-08-17 Garbage Fund 3040 $275.02 

    
Russell Payroll 710 

See Check Register in the 
Commission Office 

 
General Fund 718 

See Check Register in the 
Commission Office 
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  Donation Fund 750   

454 01-17-18 J.T.M. Corporation 51100 499 $61.00 

455 01-30-18 Wal-Mart 51100 499 $187.83 

     

  Law Library Fund 755   

1022 01-05-18 Relx Inc DBA LexisNexis 51100 410 $395.85 

1023 01-22-18 AL Administrative Office of Courts 51100 499 $100.00 

     

  Worthless Check 761   

500 01-08-18 Worthless Check Unit Office of 
District Attorney 

51260 365 
51260 362 

$780.37 
$1,449.26 

     

  Land Redemption Fund 786   

737 01-22-18 Naomi Elliott, Rev Comm 3040 $852.51 

     

  Juvenile Service Fund 787   

2230 01-22-18 Verizon 52600 499 $130.46 

     

  County Tobacco Fund 797   

441 01-30-18 Project Greene Light 3040 $590.74 

442 01-30-18 Russell County Volunteer Fire 
Department Association 

3040 $22,448.65 

443 01-30-18 Task Force for Senior Citizens 3040 $590.74 

 

 
Attest: __________________________ Signed: ____________________________ 
 County Administrator      Chair  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


