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Russell County Commission 

Meeting Minutes September 25, 2024 

Russell County Commission Chambers 

9:30 A.M. EST 

 
An adjourned meeting of the Russell County Commission was called to order by Chair Rod Costello.  
 
The invocation was given by Pastor Kennan West with 7th Day Adventist Church. 
 

Commissioner Epps led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
  
Ms. Earnsmond Upshaw spoke about road issues and concerns in her area.  
 

Chairman Costello thanked our Keith Lee with the Russell County Commission IT Department for Facebook 
Live, The Citizen of East Alabama for covering the meetings. He welcomed our elected officials, department 
heads, media, and guests. 
 
County Administrator Chandra Wright called roll of the Commission. Members present were Commissioner 
Scott Chambers, Commissioner Gentry Lee, Commissioner Chance Corbett, Commissioner Larry Screws, 
Commissioner Cattie Epps, Commissioner Ronnie Reed, and Chairman Rod Costello. Also, present were 
County Attorney Hope Hicks, and County Administrator Chandra Wright, who kept the minutes. 
 
A quorum was established by the County Administrator Chandra Wright. 
 
Chair Costello stated that the agenda was approved at the work session on Monday night, September 23rd.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Chair Costello requested approval of the minutes from the Commission meeting on September 11, 2024.  
Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the minutes; seconded by Commissioner Epps. All Commissioners 
were in favor and said aye. Motion carried to approve the minutes. 
 

PROCLAMATIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Commissioner Screws presented the following approved Tuskegee-Morehouse proclamation (passed at the 

September 11th Commission meeting) to Ms. Ligon, Tuskegee University Chairperson, which was read aloud 

by County Administrator Chandra Wright. 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

 

There were no discussion items presented.  

 

BUSINESS ITEMS: 

 

Chairman Costello recognized Enforcement Bill Friend with a property abatement nuisance for 7 Gauntt Road, 

Phenix City, Alabama for the removal of trash, household garbage, and scrap items. Mr. Friend declared the 

property to be a public nuisance and ordered the abatement resolution as follows: 
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Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Screws. All 
Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. Mr. Friend also requested a public hearing on the 
abatement be scheduled as follows:  

 
Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Chambers. All 
Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Costello recognized EMA Director David Martin with a signature request for 2023-2024 Safety 
Incentive Discount Program application. Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the request; seconded by 
Commissioner Chambers. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Costello recognized Commissioner Corbett with the Lee-Russell COG Recreation Economy for 
Rural Communities Grant application and requested the chair to sign the application. Commissioner Corbett 
moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Epps. All Commissioners were in favor and said 
aye. Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Costello recognized County Administrator Chandra Wright with the request of the Mardi Gras 
floating holiday be used for December 24th, which is Christmas Eve, and the courthouse will be closed also on 
December 25th, on Christmas Day. Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the request; seconded by 
Commissioner Chambers. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 
 
Chairman Costello recognized EMA Director David Martin with an Emergency Operations Center Project Study 
Committee request. Mr. Martin proposed the formation of an EMA EOC Building Project Committee as they 
discussed Monday night to consist of himself and his staff, Commissioner Corbett, County Engineer Shawn 
Blakeney, Dana Murphy and Dennis Green from E-911, Building Inspector Bubba Roberts and County 
Administrator Chandra Wright. He stated that this is the first step, and it costs nothing at this point. 
Commissioner Epps moved to accept the recommendation; seconded by Commissioner Reed. All 
Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 
 

Chairman Costello recognized County Administrator Chandra Wright who presented the animal shelter 

budget agreement recommendation. The recommendation was to have the county commission set aside half 

of the total budget of the animal shelter, which the total budget is $234,135, and half that is $117,067. 

$80,000 has been approved in the fiscal year 24/25 budget and the remaining balance will be $37,067. 

Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the to amend the FY-25 budget as recommended; seconded by 

Commissioner Reed. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Costello recognized County Administrator Chandra Wright who recognized Commissioner Corbett 

who has someone to recommend for the Lee-Russell Council of Governments for Rural Planning appointment 

based on the conversation Monday night, this is one appointment from the county, and he felt like it should be 

for someone out in the county. Commissioner Corbett requested to appoint Tim Simpson, a county resident, 

to this board. Seconded by Commissioner Lee. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Costello recognized Commissioner Corbett who presented the request from the National 

Rendezvous and Living History Foundation for a land-owner property usage agreement to utilize the property, 

that is county property, that is being utilized by (and controlled by) the Russell County Historical Commission, 

where the visitor center is. He stated that the Russell County Historical Commission has agreed for this to 

happen, but the group that is coming to have this event has asked that the landowner actually sign this 

agreement. He sent it to the county attorney, and she had one addition: in making sure that any additions, or 
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improvements, or repairs be first communicated with our maintenance department. Commissioner Corbett 

moved to allow the chair to sign this agreement; seconded by Commissioner Lee. All Commissioners were in 

favor and said aye. Motion carried. 

 

COUNTY ENGINEER: 

 
County Engineer Shawn Blakeney presented a budget transfer request:  

• Decrease Line Item # 212 -Fuel and Lubricant by $6,000 
• Increase Line Item # 223 -Copy Machine Rental by $3,000 
• Increase Line Item # 304 -Contract Services by $3,000 

Commissioner Lee moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Chambers. All Commissioners 
were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 
 
SANITATION: 
 

The Sanitation Director had nothing to present in this area. 
 
ADMINISTRATOR: 

County Administrator Chandra Wright presented the Employee Appreciation Program, second reading as 
follows:  
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Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Chambers. All 
Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 
 

County Administrator Chandra Wright presented the Employee Appreciation Program budget the funds 
coming from the Donation Fund 750. Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the budget; seconded by 
Commissioner Chambers. In discussion, Commissioner Lee asked if this is coming from the Donation Fund 
and it is included in the total budget, will there be a fund balance charge? Ms. Wright agreed. All 
Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried.  
 

County Administrator Chandra Wright presented the Long-Term Juvenile Detention Subsidy Contract 
addendum. She stated that in the last meeting the Commission agreed to sign the contact that selects the Lee 
County Youth Detention Center of choice, but right after that meeting, she received an addendum that 
expands on the county’s having the sole discretion to select, as well as expanding on the reimbursement 
procedures. She said it has been reviewed by the county attorney. Commissioner Corbett moved to approve 
the signature request; seconded by Commissioner Chambers. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. 
Motion carried. 
 

County Administrator Chandra Wright requested the chair to sign the NeoGov Human Resources software 
agreement to allow us to move our HR processes to an online platform. Commissioner Corbett moved to 
approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Epps. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. 
Motion carried. 
 

CORONAVIRUS RESCUE ACT FUND: 

Commissioner Corbett presented the request for reallocation of the final ARPA funds as follows: 
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Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Chambers. 

County Administrator Chandra Wright took a roll call vote of the Commission as follows: District 2: 

Commissioner Chambers, yes; District 1: Commissioner Lee, yes; District 6: Commissioner Corbett, yes; 

District 7: Commissioner Screws, yes; District 4: Commissioner Reed, yes; and District 3: Chairman Costello, 

yes. Motion carried to approve the ARPA reallocation request.  

 
 
ATTORNEY: 
 

Attorney Hope Hicks presented the Enterprise Leasing Fleet Program agreement for the chair to sign entering 
into these six agreements. She stated that once these agreements are signed, Ms. Wright will then proceed 
with working with Enterprise about which vehicles to get and when to start this program. She thinks the Sheriff 
will be involved with it as well because many of the cars will be used in his department. Mr. Hicks stated that 
she has read these agreements and recommended the chair sign them.  Commissioner Corbett moved to 
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approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Chambers. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. 
Motion carried. 
 

COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION:                    

Chairman Costello recognized Sheriff Taylor who presented an update on the Jail food bid. He stated that he 

took the food bid off and that they have a meeting with Merchants, their main food vendor who will be 

Tuesday at 2:00 pm to negotiate the new contract and at 1:00 pm they will meet with Flowers on the bread. 

So, those meeting are setup to be negotiated as Ms. Hicks stated. 

Commissioner Corbett recognized EMA Director David Martin who presented a briefing on the tropical storm 

and potential hurricane that is entering the gulf that might have implications in our county area. 

Commissioner Epps inquired about fall-out shelters in the Hurtsboro area from a concerned citizen. 

Chairmen Costello thanked everyone for the thoughts, prayers, and well wishes for his road to recovery for 

health these past few weeks. 

ANNOUNCMENTS: 
 

Announcements were made. 
 
There being no further business, Commissioner Screws moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Commissioner Corbett. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. The meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 


