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             PUBLIC HEARING FOR 

                                          Notice to Vacate Right of Way /Pittsview, Alabama 
                                                                    Wednesday, October 23, 2024 

 
A public hearing was called to order by Russell County Chairman Rod Costello.  
 
BUSINESS: 

Attorney Hope Hicks presented the resolution notice to vacate the right of way in Pittsview, Alabama. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

There were no public comments made. 

 

Commissioner Corbett moved to close the public hearing; seconded by Commissioner Screws. All Commissioners 

were in favor and said aye. Motion carried to adjourn the public hearing. 

 

 

Russell County Commission 

Meeting Minutes October 23, 2024 

Russell County Commission Chambers 

9:30 A.M. EST 

 
An adjourned meeting of the Russell County Commission was called to order by Chair Rod Costello.  
 
The invocation was given by County Administrator Chandra Wright. 
 

Commissioner Screws led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
  
There were no public comments. 

 

Chairman Costello thanked our Keith Lee with the Russell County Commission IT Department for Facebook 
Live, The Citizen of East Alabama for covering the meetings. He welcomed our elected officials, department 
heads, media, and guests. 
 
County Administrator Chandra Wright called roll of the Commission. Members present were Commissioner 
Scott Chambers, Commissioner Gentry Lee, Commissioner Chance Corbett, Commissioner Larry Screws, 
Commissioner Cattie Epps, Commissioner Ronnie Reed, and Chairman Rod Costello. Also, present were 
County Attorney Hope Hicks, and County Administrator Chandra Wright, who kept the minutes. 
 
A quorum was established by the County Administrator Chandra Wright. 
 
Chair Costello stated that the agenda was approved at the work session on Monday night, October 21st.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
Chair Costello requested approval of the minutes from the Commission meeting on October 9, 2024.  
Commissioner Epps moved to approve the minutes; seconded by Commissioner Corbett. All Commissioners 
were in favor and said aye. Motion carried to approve the minutes. 
 

PROCLAMATIONS, RESOLUTIONS AND PRESENTATIONS: 

 

Chairman Costello recognized Commissioner Reed who presented a proclamation for “The Soul of the Hike, 

Comin’ Home.” No one was present to accept the proclamation. County Administrator Chandra Wright read 

the following proclamation aloud and it will be given at a later time: 
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Commissioner Reed moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Screws. All Commissioners 

were in favor and said aye. Motion carried to approve the proclamation. 

 

Chairman Costello recognized Commissioner Corbett who presented a proclamation for National Head Start 

Awareness Month while County Administrator Chandra Wright read the following proclamation aloud: 
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Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Reed. All Commissioners 

were in favor and said aye. Motion carried to approve the proclamation. Ms. Tracy Belt received the 

proclamation. 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 

 

There were no discussion items presented.  

 

BUSINESS ITEMS: 

 

Chairman Costello recognized Commissioner Corbett who presented the second reading for the Policy for 

Assigning Voting Actions which was read aloud by County Administrator Chandra Wright as follows: 

 

 
 

Commissioner Corbett stated, that since this is the second reading, he moved to approve the new resolution of 

the numbering system; seconded by Commissioner Chambers. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Costello recognized Chief Appraiser Heath Crowe who presented the annual renewal for Flagship 

GIS subscription contract in the amount of $15,300 which will be paid out of the reappraisal budget. Mr. Crowe 

also presented the second renewal request for the E-Ring annual subscription for the camera system that runs 

both the Appraisal and Mapping as well as the assessment collection office (Revenue Office). The total contract 

is $121,885 which breaks down in which it will be paid is the reappraisal budget will pay $101,163 and the 

assessment collection budget will pay $20,722. Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the Flagship GIS 
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subscription request; seconded by Commissioner Reed. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion 

carried to approve the proclamation. Secondly, Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the E-Ring 

subscription renewal; seconded by Commissioner Chambers. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. 

Motion carried. 

  

Chairman Costello recognized EMA Director David Martin who presented a signature request from the 

chair for the FY2024 Federal EMPG (Emergency Management Performance Grant) Cooperative agreement 

in the amount of $49,878. Commissioner Corbett moved to allow the chair to sign it; seconded by 

Commissioner Chambers. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Costello recognized Commissioner Epps who presented the project money request for the Sammy 

Lee Van Scholarship fund in the amount of $5,000. Commissioner Epps moved to approve the request; 

seconded by Commissioner Screws. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Costello recognized Judge Harden who presented the approval for the Latisha Salaam family 

cemetery application request. He stated that they have met all cemetery requirements with soil testing, 

engineering, and approval from the Health Department, as well as the Planning Commission, so it has his 

approval, and he requests the Commission’s final approval. Commission Screws moved to approve the request; 

seconded by Commissioner Epps. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Costello presented the request to sign the Interstate 14 project petition letter which was brought to 

the Commission by Ms. Justice Armstrong, which was supported by the previous county commission from 7 

years ago. Commission Costello moved to approve the request by signing the letter of support; seconded by 

Commissioner Screws. Both Commissioner Lee and Commissioner Corbett abstained from voting because 

they wanted to see more definite route information. All other Commissioners were in favor and said aye. 

Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Costello recognized County Administrator Chandra Wright presented to the Commission that the 

upcoming Veterans’ Day holiday and the Commission work session on November 11th issue. She 

recommended moving the work session into the Commission meeting that Wednesday, November 13th. 

Commissioner Lee moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Corbett. All Commissioners 

were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 

 

Chairman Costello recognized Commissioner Corbett who presented Ms. Jeanes who shared a DHR 

Christmas for Children presentation. Commissioner Corbett moved to allocate $400 from his project money to 

DHR. Commissioner Lee allocated $400, Commissioner Chambers allocated $400, Commissioner Costello 

allocated $400, and Commissioner Screws allocated $400 to DHR. Commissioner Corbett amended his 

motion to give a total of $2,000 to DHR, which is the total from all of the Commissioners. Commissioner Reed 

seconded the motion. All other Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 

 
 

COUNTY ENGINEER: 

 
County Engineer Shawn Blakeney had nothing to present at this time. 

  
SANITATION: 
 

Sanitation Director Ward Dudley presented a rate change request for a second garbage can at any residence 

who already has service set up with their department that they supply. He stated it will be $11.00 additional 

added to the bill to bring the total bill to $33.00, and if they want a 4th can after that, it will be $11 per can after 

that. Mr. Dudley stated that for businesses, their current rate is $37.50 so their second can will be $18.70 

bringing the bill for an extra can up to $56.25. Mr. Dudley stated that the current additional can rate is $22.00, 

and he finds that does not get a lot of purchases. Commissioner Lee stated, for the record, they are lowing 

the price. Commissioner Corbett stated this is a result of citizens asking these questions on how they can not 

use their own cans. Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Lee. 
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In discussion, soon they will be addressing about not picking up any personal cans. All other Commissioners 

were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 

  
ADMINISTRATOR: 

County Administrator Chandra Wright presented the approval of the 2025 holiday schedule calendar. 

Commissioner Corbett moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Chambers. All other 

Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 

 
County Administrator Chandra Wright presented the 2024/2025 Russell County depositories. Commissioner 

Lee moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Epps. All other Commissioners were in favor 

and said aye. Motion carried. 

 
County Administrator Chandra Wright presented the Alabama State and Local Cybersecurity Grant program 

and requested permission to apply and sign for the grant. She stated that there are no funds, this is just 

services. Commissioner Screws moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner Epps. All other 

Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. 

 
CORONAVIRUS RESCUE ACT FUND: 

Chairman Costello recognized County Administrator Chandra Wright who presented the Diversified Computer 
Services invoice. She requested permission to pay the invoice for the software we use for reporting ARPA in the 
amount of $12,000. Commissioner Screws moved to approve the request; seconded by Commissioner 
Chambers. All other Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion carried. County Administrator 
Chandra Wright took a roll call vote of the Commission as follows: District 2: Commissioner Chambers, yes; 
District 1: Commissioner Lee, yes; District 6: Commissioner Corbett, yes; District 7: Commissioner Screws, 
yes; District 5: Epps, yes; District 4: Commissioner Reed, yes; and District 3: Chairman Costello, yes. Motion 
carried. 
 
ATTORNEY: 
 

Attorney Hope Hicks spoke about the public hearing at the beginning of this meeting regarding the petition to 

vacate an alley in the Pittsview area, which was a petition received from the Pittsview Methodist Church and 

the Pitts Family Management, LLC. This is in Commissioner Screws district, and he previously made the 

motion to proceed with the vacation of the right of way. This has been appropriately advertised, posted here 

at the Commission office, and written notice was given to the adjoining landowner, as well as a few other 

landowners in the area, and there’s been no opposition. Attorney Hicks presented a resolution, and if the 

Commission chooses to vacate the right of way, the resolution would be signed by the chairman and would be 

sent to the newspaper for publication within the next fourteen days. Commissioner Screws moved to approve 

the request; seconded by Commissioner Corbett. All other Commissioners were in favor and said aye. Motion 

carried. Below is the resolution passed. 
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COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION:                    

Commission Epps received various plaques and flowers for her retirement after serving 24 years as a 

Commissioner of Russell County. A reception followed the meeting which included her family, elected 

officials, and county employees.  

Chairman Costello recognized Commissioner Corbett for his work spearheading the Crawford Senior Center 

project and him receiving an award from the Southeast Area of Aging Agency in Orange Beach. 

Commissioner Corbett shared a tourism video representing Russell County and the community with both 

Commissioner Corbett and County Administrator Chandra Wright narrating. 

ANNOUNCMENTS: 
 

Announcements were made. 
 
There being no further business, Commissioner Epps moved to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Commissioner Corbett. All Commissioners were in favor and said aye. The meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 


